[Percutaneous transluminal irradiation of biliary tract cancer using iridium].
In ten patients with biliary carcinomas, percutaneous biliary drainage was instituted and intracavitary irradiation performed, using 192iridium with a dose of 40 to 80 Gy. Eight of these patients had been found to be inoperable at laparotomy and two had had a recurrence. In half the patients there was a reduction in the degree of stenosis due to the tumour, but in only one patient was it possible to remove the draining catheter. Survival time in eight patients was between one and eight months, average 5 months. Two patients survived for eleven and twelve months respectively. The relatively poor results are due to extensive metastases. On the other hand, there can be no doubt about the effectiveness of this treatment on locally confined tumours, in view of the reduction in the obstruction caused by the tumour.